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clans were finally reduced to order after the rebellion of
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In the foregoing account of private war no less than .

fojur stages of development may be discerned.    At first
every man has to protect himself, and the injured party
depends entirely for redress upon his own and his family's
power to secure it.   Then the customs of the community,
and the laws promulgated by its rulers, impose limitations
upon the right of private vengeance.    It is regulated
and directed, but not forbidden.   Though limited in ope-
ration, it still remains the chief if not the only means of
punishing wrong.    The third stage is reached when side
by side with it there exists in full operation an alternative
method of doing justice between  man  and  man,  and
making criminals suffer for their misdeeds.   This method
is that of trial before impartial state tribunals, who decide
each case on its merits, as administrators of a passionless
law.    So great are the advantages of this system that
both spiritual and temporal rulers bend their energies to
the task of securing its universal adoption.   In time their
success is complete; and the fourth stage is marked by
the entire abolition of the old right of unregulated and
self-inflicted vengeance.    Looking back on the record of
human progress, we can see that the passions of early
man were so strong, and his reason so weak, that nothing
but the wild justice of revenge would satisfy him.    We
trace the gradual rise of state authority, as organization
proved to be a mighty power in the struggle for existence.
We observe how that authority first sought to regulate
the use of force in private feuds, and then provided an
alternative in the tribunals which it established and armed
with coercive power.   The next step shews us the survival
of the fittest in the increase of the authority of the courts